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Dear Brendan?

COMMENTS
we have a slightly different type of letter. I won’t say 
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definitive departure in Space Technology. For that reason? members are 
urged strongly to assist the new research achieve early and maximum 
potential by inputting those vital? unique and personal contributions.
It is hoped? Brendan? that you will agree to collect and transmit 
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Pandemics now threatening planet Earth make a viable Space Drive 
of some orders of magnitude superior to those at present on offer? 

in the pipeline? a vital necessity to our collective survival? and
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requested to do it this way to achieve orderly and manageable reception 
and processing of the data. There is also a < necessary > el erne nt of 
’security’ to protect the location ofthe Data Control Centre.
Looking forward to your willing co-operation..
I remain.
Vours in fellowship.

G.A.R. Hoyle

Finally, a few sho r t commen ts 5

David Lass: "I would be interested in seeing a sub group of the
Association formed concentrating on Sword & Sorcery - the group could 
meet every fortnight in the Pembroke, and. report its activities to the 
general meeting on the last Sunday of the month." Anybody interested?

Mannix Bennett: "When are we going to hear the end of this ’Excalibur’ 
s£$t?!"

FILM REVIEW ....................................................................................................................................................................

"Escape From Hew Vork" (John Carpenter. 1981>

I eagerly awaited this film’s arrival in Dublin ever since I saw a 
trailer a few months ago. and I must say it was worth the wait. Briefly 
put. the premise is this — it is 1997 and the U.S.A.’s crime rate has 
risen to such proportions that all of Manhatten Island is a walled off 
prison. with a security base on Liberty Island keeping an eye on 
everything. Anyway. a carrying the president to a vital summit 
conferance goes down inside the prison. Enter Snake F'lissken (Kurt 
Russel1> to get him out.
It’s a very exciting film and the tableau of of decaying Hew Vork never 
fails to amaze. This is a large scale film and the sets depicting the 
streets and buildings and the models depicting Hew Vork as a whole are 
excellent. The buildings themselves suggest decay to the audience. As 
usual in Carpenter’s films, gore is lovingly dished out. but this adds 
to. rather than detracts from, the picture Carpenter is painting.
It has been suggested that this film is. in fact, a sharp satire on Hew 
Vork as it is today. I wouldn’t know, but if it is anything remotely 
like this I’ll be steering clear of the place! Anyway, for a fast, 
thrilling punch in the face of a film this one doesn’t miss. See it!

Reviewed by Stephen Walsh



James White
As many of you will remember? our patron James White recently raid a 
visit to one of our monthly meetings and delighted us by chattine 
informally about his career as a writer.

Born in Belfast in 1923? James is still a native of that city and now 
lives there with his wife and children.

Science fiction? for James? has always been a spare—time occupation — 
his full time Job being publicity officer for Short Brothers and 
Harland Ltd.? the local aircraft company? where he has worked for the 
Fas t 17 y ea rs.

Starting out as an avid reader of science fiction? James became a fan 
and then a writer.

"Underneath every fan is a writer trying to set out." he says.

Among his friends during the early days were Walter Willis and Bob Shaw 
who were also members of the Belfast Sf Fan Club. As far as James was 
concerned they were all brilliant except him.

Brilliant or not? James published his first Sf story "Assisted Passage" 
in 1952. He was rewarded with the princely sum of £13 <25<z'- per 1333 
words> by Ted Carnell? the editor of the British SF magazine "Hew 
Worlds". The story had taken him six months to write and his friends
were generally enthusiastic though not too kind. This factor? James 
maintains? has helped him to keeF an unswelled head. Actually? Ian
Hcauley (James’ best friend> is probably his severest critic.

Another story was submitted to "Analog" but rejected. However? James 
recalls that a rejection slip from "Analog" was much nicer than an 
acceptance slip from Carnell since he would go into a great deal of 
detailed criticism.

Undaunted? James continued to write. He also got married and his wife 
used to keep a watchful eye on progress. Such threats as '5833 words 
before supper? or you won’t get any’ kept him bashing away at the 
'typewri ter.

Writing had always been a hobby but when his children came along? the 
hobby became a voluntary form of overtime. The first baby girl evicted 
him from the spare room and books and typewriter were consigned to the 
garden shed.

There wasn’t much of a struggle at the beginning since his first four 
stories were all accepted. However? the conditions under which James 
was forced to write left a lot to be desired. The shed was very cold in 
Winter. Even though he had an oil heater? it took twenty minutes to 
warm the air enough so that his glasses didn’t steam up in his own 
breath. Another problem in Winter was stiff fingers which had to be 
coxed into typing on cold keys. Summer offered other problems. As his 
children grew uf? they used to play around the shed. Also? the 
aforementioned ’study’ became a haven for numerous insects. The 
occasional and unfortunate spider used to find himself flattened 
between key and paper - an irritation to our James and also? no doubt? 
to the spider.

James had always wanted to be a doctor but? for various reasons? he was 
unable to finish his studies. More than probably? his interest in
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hydroFonictankage set-up will give a new slant on 
ship" technology. Problem - put it to work in a



/

story.
It’s very interestins? a bit repetitive in places? could be heavy going
for some. There’s one section I passed over to later. Link this one to 
"The Space ships of Ezekiel"? then step back, heaven knows what could
climb out! or who it would eat.

Gladek? 1978?was IJK £1.50.

Lastly? a not het­
paper back? like above.

Granada

"The Hew Apocrypha" by John

This is "a guide to the strange 
sciences and occult beliefs" of 
the recent and more remote 
past. It is another one for the 
reference shelf, it ranees from 
Lost Atlantis through I Ching? 
via Zen macrobiotics to 
perpetual motion and the Last 
Trumpets. It strives to 
illustrate Just what people CAN 
bring themselves to believe. It 
may be of no interest to you 
whatever. However? it’s the 
last one in the stack. I have 
now caught up on a years cached 
reading. That explains why I am 
only getting to them now. Over 
the summer I have to stock-pile 
a new.

Reviews by Joe Nolan

10 EAST ESSEX STREET, DUBLIN2. IRELAND

LIST OF BESTSELLERS FOR
JUNE / JULY, 1902

1. Courts of Chaos - Roger Zelazny
2. Hiero’s Journey - Lanier
3. Gateway &

Beyond the Blue Event Horizon - F. Pohl
4. Illuminatus - Shea & Wilson
5. Ambulance Ship - James White
6. Midnight at the Well Of Souls -“Jack Chalker
7. The Sirans Of Titan - K. Vonnegut, Jr.
0. The Technicolour Time Machine - II. Harrison
9. The Chronicles of Thomas Covenent - S. Donaldsoi
10. Dragonsinger - Anne McCaffrey
11. The Mote In God’s Eye - Niven & Pournelle
12. The Demolished Man - Alfred Bester

ALL HIE ABOVE TITLES ARE AVAILABLE FROM HIE SHOP 
BY MAIL ORDER OR BY PERSONAL VISIT!!!

Philip K. Dick. London: Corgi paperbacks? 227 pages? UK

on my brieh tribute to the memory of the late Philip K. Dick? 
the ISFA meeting last Hatch 28th? here is review of his most 

"Valis"
£1.25p

Followi ng 
g i ven at
recent novel to be published in the UK.
The initials stand for "Vast Active Living Intelligence System"? which 
acts as a dominent alien force in the novel? beaming bits of living 
information cells to humanity.
This process started at the time of the F’haroh Ikhnaton? and has 
continued until the present day? using variuos real life persons to 
continue bearing its message.
The hero living in contemporary U.S.A, is named "Horselover Fat"? which 
is a witty translation of the author’s name from the Greek "PhiIoppos"? 
and the German "Dick".
He undergoes all sorts of mind-bending adventures? recalling the 
experiences of the previous novel "A Scanner Darkly" and showing 
influences from the "Illuminatus" trilogy of Shea and Wilson.
The book is highly complex to read? since it includes learned 
digressions from sources of ancient and modern philosophers? but these 
are summerised in a 52 point appendix at the end? which gives the main 
concepts discussed in the novel. I would strongly recommend it to any 
fans of the author? as one of his most challenging and stimulating 
works.



"Helliconia Spritry" - Brian Aldiss. London: Cape? 361 rases hardback?
UK £6.95 

this is the most recent novel by one of the lead ins British SF writers 
and historians and it presents the first volume of a trilogy? to be 
devoted to tills planet in a distant solar system of our salaxy.
The author has created a world with as wide a canvas as possible? in 
order to portray the rise and fall of various civilizations? which are 
intended to reflect the current problems of our own Earth: particularly 
in the fields of technological advance? pollution? and darisers of 
destruction throush a World War.
The hero’s name is Yuli? a youns peasant who becomes a priest in the 
underground city of the sod Akira? which he leaves to found a new one 
called "Olderando"? an imitation of “El Dorado"? the mythical land of 
sold and riches.
Whilst his descendants carry on their struggle to survive asainst the 
primitive humanoid "Phasors"? a huge Earth observation station? with 
5?00d scientists and workers? keeps watch but hesitates to intervene in 
the Planet’s future.
Il is written in the style of a "scientific romance"? foliowins the 
examples of H.G. Wells? Jules Uerne? and most recently "Lord 
Ualen tine’s Castle" by Robert Silverberg. Finally? one minor defect of 
this otherwise excellent novel? is that it lacks any maps or 
ill us tr a t i ons.

reviews by David Lass. M.A.? Dip. Lib.

'THIS CARTOON, FROM THE 
TALENTED PEN OF JOHN 
MOORE, IS HIE SUBJECT OF 
A COMPETITION. MAT'S 
HIE BEST CAPTION YOU 
CAN 11IINK UP FOR IT?

(HIE ANSWERS TO LAST 
MONTHS CROSSWORD WILL 
APPEAR IN HIE NEXT
ISSUE OF HIE N/L -
H1ERE WAS NO ROOM IN H1IS 
ONE!)

Tliis newsletter is copy ri slit <C> I lie Irish Science Fiction Association 
and x or the individual contributors. More information may be obtained 
about the association from the Secretary? 18 Beech Drive? Dundrum?

Dub 1 i n 16. T lie ed i tor i a 1 add ress for the newsletter is the same
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