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Thiz 1 ue of the H L featlures some interestins material. For
maw  have missed it the QUTLLIME fealures our esteemed Fatron:
White. The text is rerroduced fram Stareate. noo 2, which 17 meEmo
szrves me right:. arFreared in earvla 1377 {when some of our menbzrs were
only  dust out of short trousers!) The reviews from Dauvid Las = much
aFrFreciated - surrlied at verw slhort notice, thew enabled ne to st the
L cut  for the July meetina. Thanks also to Joe Holan for his reviaws
and other contritutions.
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Coantributicons for the next issuz of our wafazine would be werw wel come.
Thea can take Lthe form of rewviews. Letiers OF Cowment, Artwork. or
Shart Storiez. To enable us toe set thewm tared ur: the clozins date for
contributians is mid- Sestember. but the sconer we zaet them. the sooner
the masazine will be out! The date we horFre to have it cut L is sarls
December. and 1t features: an interview with Glasaoe™=s SF authar Chris
Ecvwce. Janes White’s talk on how to treat ill aliens Yand bow to tell
it thew’re i1l or not!d:. Flus the second and third Flaced stories in
this wears Aislina Gheal comretiticn. AHE MUCH MORE!

HEW VEHUE
Foraet atbout the Lincoln Inn! The ISFiY s new meetins Flaces thanks tao
the sood work of David Lass, izt

The Fembroakes 31 Lwr. Fembroke Street. Dublin Z.

The wa= azt to it i= wverw simrle. Leavins §t. Sterhan’ s Oresn. soinz
alons Baszot Strast. it i= the second wmador turn on the rviaht, %oy
can®t mwiss it!' The loaunge downstalrs 1&g where our meelinas will be
hzld. on the tradicnaldas of Lhe last Sundaa of the manth. The nest
meztinas are:
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29th. This will be a wideo film. While too earles to aiwve
> w2 can fyarantes a socd piabt! 1Ff the title mabkes o bis
ina me nearer the datsa.

Sundaws fiya
a title =z
differanc

Zundav. Sertfanber  Z&alh, This iz wcertain! It will be 3 auiz aiven ba

Ster hen Walsh. The rFrize will be a3 2ift token tao that worthy
eztabli=tmaent: {he Alchemist™s Haad.
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COMMENTS

C{This issue we have a slightls different ture of letter. I won’t sav
a2 mares. dust et stralsht into 1t!0D

k Ha Monms

Dear Brenduns

I  hawve been =authorized to inform vwow that at 3 fortuitous meeting at
the recent Pivish Diabolican between Frofessor Shawe Clove. Dublin
Inztitute of aAdvanced Studies: and Doctor Dabbler Fusse. Dean of the
Derartment  of fArcane Fhegsices. Universite: of En-Dor. Trebiwonde » with a
few othzrz and self rresentt the ISFA memberzhir was invited to assist
in a comrletelw new field of Scientific Investisation. one which
Fromises to lead to excitine new adwvances in SFrace Technaolozv.

2] receznt madaor breakthrouah at Industrial FEio-Culture®s ferobic
iffusion Labk was due to the accidental in-clrcuitine of a high-oain
Fholon Multirlier with a Schinid t cameras an Industrial
Lazser—-Beam—SFlitter assemblw. imase Frodectors a Srectrozrarh rFluzs
wther  hardware. The result <at once dubbed A Hollow—-hes Holozram™!')»
hadatwiocuz  relevance  in Collarzar Chemistru: wia the CrustalLattice
Failure-Monitorine of luseraic substancez with as wet unexrlored

ramifications throush Ethel Alcohels HMitrocellulose. uweasts and the
fermentation rrocecsses to Human Heurolosw and Bioloow.

Certain obscure effectzs alreadyw chserved, durlicated elsewhere and now
under  intenzse initial  investisation are =seen as hawving imrort and
immediate arrlication in gravity and rrorulsion fields. There is a hish
gyreencatlo collecting and co-relatine relevant data from all scurces and
Fersa havina a  wide- relevant and rersonal exraerience of related
Fhenomena. This is where the memberzhir can activelws acssist. Tha trawl
for data is to kezin at ance. A Srecial Control Centre has been set ur
to co—-ardinate and classifw  the incomina data. It has alvreadw been
decided to "claseifu’ usinag a wariant of the four-letter sustem used in
the Sector Beneral series bw ouyr esieemed rFatron James White to codifw
intelliaent life-forms.

1 saw at ance that ISFA members. due to their assiducus. sinale-mninded
and uynique exreriences with diverze comroundzs hawvina T1lift-off”
rotential. could make a firme earlu. siznificant and rFrerhars decisive
inrut  to the erozramne. 1 aareed to brines the matter to attention.
keina well aware of our collective dissatiz=faction with the lack of
Srace Proaress.

fls  we all trealises this has been auile recklessly and undustifiablw
abt=ztructed b the rFrecoacious. rersimoniocous and rFrrectigsitator2 fiscal
Frolicies of ragt and incumbent lWestern Hational administrations.

The incirient areen—house effects. defaliaticon. @allorineg rallution
and Fandemics now  threatening rlanet Earth make a wiable Srace Driwe
fone of same orders of maanitude sureriar to those at preszent on offers
er in the rireline? a wital necessits to ocur collective syrvival. and
exFansion into zrace.

There now exiztes a hews and rerharg final. chance ta achieve a fresh.
definitive derarture in Srace Technolosw., For that reason. members are
ureed streonaluw Lo assizt the new rezearch achieue early and maxtimum
Fotential by inruttina those wital: unl3aue and rersonal contributions.

1t i=s hored. Erendans that wvwou will aasree to collect and transmit
these to the address 1 enclose. under the srecial mailins label. We are
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requested tg da it this waw to achiewve crderly and manaseable recerticon
and processing of the data. There is also a (necessaru) element of
’security’ to Frotect the location ofthe Data Control Centra.

Laoking forward to wour willing co-coreraticons

I remain.

Yours in fellowshir.

G.A.R. HMaule

Finallw, a few short comments:

David Lacss: "I would be interested in seeina a sub srcur of the
Assaciaticn formed concentratineg on Sword & Sorcery — the grour could
meet every fortnisht in the Pewbroke. and rercrt its activities to the
seneral meetine on the last Sunday of the month." Anubods interested?

Mannix Eennett: “When are we 9cings to hear the end of this *Excalibur’
s£ELPt "

FILM REVIEW ... ouev.vaesnossesoocmusninisnse

4 oo eiseqiaepocoseea 9 e e s s ss s s s ecoeoee .

"EscaFe From Hew Vork" (John Carrenter, 1981)

1 easerly awvaited this filw's arrival in Dublin ever since I saw a
trailer = few months asor. and I must say 1t was worth the wait. Briefly
Fut: the rremise is this - it is 1997 and the U.S.A.°=s crime rate has
ricen to such rrorFortions that all of Manhatten Island is a walled off
Frison, with a <cecurituy base on Literty Island kearins an e=e on
every thins. Anway s a carrvina the rFresident to a wvital sunmit
conferance gces down inside the Frison. Enter Snake Flissken {(Kurt
Russell)> to et him cut.

It’e a wery exciting film and the tableau of of decavins MHew York never
fails to amaze. This is a larse scale Film and the sets dericting the
cstreets and bLuildinss and the models derictins Hew Yark as a whole are
excellent. The tbtuildinas themselwves zmusgest decavw to the audience., A=
usual in Carrenter’s films. sore is lowingsly dished cuts, bul this adds
to. rather than detracts from. the ricture Carrenter is rFaintins,

It has been suwasested that this film is, in fact, a sharFr salire an Hew
Vork as it is todaw. I wouldn®t know, but if it ig anwthing remotelw
like this 1’11 be steerine clear of the rlace! Anvwwav., for a fast,
thrilline Funch in the face of a film thi= cone doesn’t miss., Sae it!

Reviewed by Sterhen Walsh




D itine James White

Az mana of 9wou will remember. our ratren James White recentluw raid a
wigzit toe one of our manthley meetinas and delighted us bw chattina
infoermalle aboul his career as a writer.

Eorn in Relfast in 1228. Janes is still a native of that citvy and now
livez there with his wife and children.

om

clence ficticon: for James: has alwaws been a =rFare—time occuration -
vie  full time Jdob beina prublicity officer for Short Brothers and

Harlarmnd Ltd.. the 1lccal ajrcraft comranw. whare he has worked for the
Frazt 1V wears.

Startina out asz an avid reader of scienca fiction, James becawe a fan
armd then a writer.

"Undatrneath every fan i a writer truina to gat cut."” he =savs.

Mnana hig friemd=z durina the early davs were Walter Willis and Bob Shaw
tha  were alsa members of the Bel fast &f Fan Club. As far as James was
concerned thew were all brilliant excert him.

ErilJliant or not. Jamez rublizhed his first Sf ctorey "Assisted Passage"
in 1952, He was rewarded with the Frincely sum of £1Q (25-- rer 104Q
words)> by Ted Carnell. the editor of +the British SF magazine "Hew
Mo ld="., The =storw had taken him six months to write and his friends
were senerally enthuslastic theush not  too kind. This facters James
maintains. has helred him o keer an unswelled head. Actually:. Ian
Mexylew (James® bast friendd is rprobably his severest critic.

fnother ctory wvas submitted to "Analoa" butl redected. Houvewver. James
recalls  that a redection <lir  from "Analeo2" was much nicer than an
accertance <lir from Carnell since he would 9o into a sreat deal of
detailed criticism.

Undzaunted. James continued to write. He also ot married and his wife
used Lo keer a watchful ewe on rFraeoress. Such threats as "5S00@ words
before surFrar. or vwou won®t set anwy® kert him bashina awaw at the
"turewri ter.

Writing had =alwave been a hobbu bul when his childraen came alona. the
hobba became a waluntary form of cvertime. The firsl babuy airl evicted
him from the srare rocn and books and turewriter were consisned to the
aarden shad.

There wasn™t wuch of a struggle at the besinnine since his firet four
z=tories were all accerted. Howewer. the conditions under which James
was forced to write left a lot to be desired. The shed was veru cold in
Winter. Ewven Ythouah he had an oil heater: it tock twenty minutes to
warm the air encush =0 that his 2lasses didnt steam wre in his own
breath. Ancther rFroblaem in Winter was stiff fingers which had to be
coxed dinto turina on cald kews. Summer offered other rroblems. As his
children arew urs thewy wused to rFlawr arcund the <ched. Also: the

aforementioned ‘etudu’ became a hawen for numerous insects. The
occacionpal and unfortunate srider wused to find himself flattened
betwesn kew and rarer — an irritation to ocur James and also. no doubt,

to the sridor.

James had alwawe wanted to be a doctar but. for warious reasons: ha was
unable to finish his studiex. Mare than Pprobably, his interest in



medicine led him to writina his best known warks — the Seclor General
trilees - "Hosrital Station"- "Star Suraeon” and "Mador Oreration®.
These books deal in  considerable and aften humourcus detail with the
medical and rFesucholoaical rFraoblems of a hosrital in srace whose staff
af human and non—human doctors has to diagsnose and  treat
extra-terrecstrial ratiente of all shares and sizes. Recause he abhars
wicolence in anwy form. James took great deliaht in writine theze boaks
and found that he could rose zome interesiine medical Froblems to bLoot.
Mans comrliments were forthcoming. Medical men told him that his

described techniaues were correct - in theory, that is. since nana of
tham had actualle rFerformed the orerations themzelwes. Tne letter came
from the Athenian club in London: and another - from a German — beoan

Herr Doktor White.

Al thoush bhavina no medical trainine as such, James actually had some
nursina trainina. While an arrrentice chor assistant with Colliere <the
tailors>» he did a Home First Aid course and achieved a Red Cross First
Aild Certificate. The course even included how to wash a bLaby and James
@ave a hilarious account of his first attewnrts.

Ideas for stories come from the mo=t unexrected cources. Mne idea
etruck him when he was making his wav to work in the rain. He noticed.
sitting in the autter: an old doe which was quite content ta =it and
whine while the rain <srlashed about it. Ewen thoush the beast could
have acne to the <chelter of a nearbw doorwau, it didn™t mowe. Canine
marturdom: no doubt! 0Once. when <stuck with the froblem of how to
loaicalley refolijate a dead waorld, Ian McAulew came ta the rescue ba
suaaecting the method. James had left cne wan alive and rFrrotected from
the destruction. When he was able ta set feat uron the rlanet amain he
Just harrened to find some aracss seeds lodoed in the turn—-urs of his
troucers!

James feels he was mast influenced bw the work of writers Murrau
Leincster, E.E. Smith, FRobert Heinlein and Isaac fAsimowv. Eecause he has
no time to srend readina other writers: he is not really ur to date
with SF trends. He Just uwrites the stuff nowr he saws. and arFarentla
is a verw slow writer who keers his head down to the task in bhand.

For James White the SF story is a rroblem stors. He knows the end
before he besins and has the task of setting it ur. One has to find
characters whe will adwance the stlorwy as «auickly ase roszible but
wilthout resortine to cheatina.

Fesearch 1is werw imrortant., James keers abreast of sclience bw readina
cscientific Journals and the rpress., For "WUatch Relow" he arranzed to te
shown owvar a tanker which was under construction. The eri=inal idea
came from a mining di=zaster where six or sewven recrle were trarred a
mile down. The authorities firet of all drilled a hole cone inch in
diameter for alr. water and communications and then set about the task
of diosine the men out. Broadly sreaking. this turned into what James
describes as a shaggaw doa storv.

Since the first storvy wags rublished in "Hew Worlds", James has Froduced
nearlwy SQ stories of warious lansths includine 9 nowels and five short
staoruy  collectionse which bave <ceen book and magazina rFublication. or
hawve been antholoaised in Eurcore, Horth and Scuth America and in Jaran.

Books alreadw rublished on bath sides of the Atlantic include "The
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cecret Visitors"."Second Endina", "Deadlw Litter", "Ofen Priscon", “"The
Aliens Amona Us". “The MWatch Below". "Honsters and MeSdics" and "Al1l
Judaement Fled” - which won the Eurcre #Award as the best Enslish
lanauawe science fiction novel rublished in the Frecedins three vears.
Other works include "Tomorroew liz Too Far fAwav", "Dark Inferno” and “"The
Dream Millenium®.

Thank wou for wisiting us James and fivina us an insight into an SF
writer’s backarcound. Here's Lo the next time vwou come and see us! Let's

hore 1t will Le soon.
REVIEWS i

"Sracae Waarons, SFace war — The Hardware For The War To Come" — John W.
Macwew, HEL FraFrerback 1982, £LIK 1.7V5 286 rFraces.

Heww  that the Malwinas are the Falklands asains and the nearest thins to
a war in sFrace 1is in abevance, we can all return to less deadly
aoccasions and considerations. This. by John Macvew is one such. This is
ane  far wour own reference shelf, but would heold a srecial interest for
those ISFA  members wha try to write SF. A= a rFossible source of
idea—-ware » or more usefully, a “suidebook" to helr contain the
"idea—develorment” closer to the edse of the known in science and
technolaoow,

A lot of aground is covered, rerhars not for the first time as far as
IZFfr peorla are  concerned. Heveretheless, a lot of it maw come to in
Frint for the first time. Some of the charter headinas mavy rFroint to
what I mean. €1> Why War? <3> The Unseen Eve (4> Hostiles ArFrcachina
(G) RBaszic Defence (8> The Haat Raw (1@ Attack By Stealth (137 Ths=
Eattle OFf the Beams {16) Tricks, Tactics and Stratesems. etc.

The last s=entence in the book is "Guite assuredly, we are HOT alone!".
I Found this a leveheaded dissertation. The whole field of Srace War is
here beluween these covers from now to 2@a1Ab. There is one other thina.
It i the tuyrcwriters ’Basic Handboaok’ to the toric . Primary one
stuff. A "Sea anchor on realitu”. It is HOT "Princirals of Strateau".
(1 guFFnse wou ne have to write that curselves!) I'm 9lad I found it.

"The HMHanna Machine” G. Sassocon and R. Dale. Illustrated by M. Riches: a

a
Granada rarFrerback 1980, 27V4 pages. Il was UK £1.25.

Firsl a note Lo Lhe upder eighlesns. DUN’T bring this one to scheol! It
could land wouw in front of (1) & Board OFf lnauiry — in this countery
that’s almost as bad a=s= a kansarco court: and (2> either A the
Guillotine or B a thaclosical firins sauad. Either wav. wou'd he dead.
Hext & note o those who attend meetings and. on those dull nishts,
peed  a  subldecl to debate. This is {it., It takes the 1id off a whole
kettle of Firana fish! According to the blurb on the back cover:-

€1y The Lord Gad Of Israel was an Extra-Terrestrial Visitor

(2> The Kabbalah is the coreratine manual for a nuclear rFowered ‘“field
kitchan”,., sent down fram the mother =hir

(3> The Manpa was an amoebaid substance such as scientists todaw are

workina tovards, Thew misaht make it by ZGOIAD - 1 dunno!

€42 "Only HOW" hawe we the technolcoeical kaow-—howw to basin to srase the
basic ideas (We don’t even have the roawar Fack get!d

Gy fAs far as wost  folk in this  countra are concernaed. it’s a

diabolical attack on ’Religion’s the Establishment. or Goad, o all
three! :

€€) As far as SF buffs are concerned,. it’s vervinterestinas.

(7> 1If wou try to write': the illustrations of the machines innards.
flow diagram: =and hydrorFonictankase set-ur Wwill @ive a new slant an
{scane> "Generaticon <shir"” technolasu. Froblem - rFut it to work in a




storu.
It’s werd interestina. a bit reretitive in Flaces. could be heawvs z0ing
for some. There"s one section I Fassed over to later. Link this cone to
"The Srace =hirFrs of Ezekiel": then ster back. heawen knows what could
climb out! = or who it would eat.

Lastlua ancthayr Granada
Fararbacks like abowve.

"The Hew ArFoccrerha” bua John
Sladek. 13V8.was UK £1.5A.

l{:ljmmﬁt’z
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10 EAST ESSEX Sr REET, DUBLIN 2. IRELAND:

This 1= "a guide to the stransa
sclences and occult beliefs" of
the recent and more remote LIST OF BESTSELLERS FOR
ragt. It is another one for the JUNE / JuLY, 1992

teference shelf. it ranze=s from
Lost Atlantis  throush 1 Chinae. | 1. Courts of Chaos - Roger Zelazny

via Zen macrobiotics to | 2. Hiexo’s Journey - Lanier
Ferretuval motion and the Lazt | 3. Gateway &
Trumrets. 1t strives to Beyond the Blue Event llorizon - F. Pohl

illustrate Just what recrle CAN | 4. Illuminatus - Shea & Wilson

brine themselwesz to believe. It |5. Ambulance Ship - James White

mavy be of no interest to wcu | 6. Midaight at the Well Of Souls -"Jack Chalker
wha tever. Howewers it"s the | 7. The Sirans Of Titan - K. Vonnegut, Jr.

last one in the stack. I hawve |8. The Technicolour Time Machine - Il. Narrison
now  causht ur on a vears cached | 9. The Chronicles of Thomas Covenent - S. Donaldso
readina. That exrlains whu I am | 10, Dragonsinger - Anne McCaffrey

only  asettina to them now. Quer |11, The Mote In God's Eye - Niven & Pournelle

the summer I have to stack-rile |12, The Demolished Man - Alfred Bester

anew.

ALL THE ABOVE TITLES AHE AVAILABLE FROM TIE SHOP

Faviews bw Joe Holan BY MAIL ORDER OR BY PERSONAL VISIT!!!
"Walise” = Fhilie K. Dick. London: Corel rarerbacks, 227V rFazes. UK
£1.25F

Followina on rny brieh tribute to the memory of the late Philir K. Dicks
aiven at the I€FA maeeting lacst HMarch 22th. here is review of his mast
recent novel to be publiched in the UK.

The ipitials stand for "Vast Active Livine Intelligence Sustem™. which
acts as a dominent alien force in the nowel: beamina bite of livins
information cellz to humanitu,

This Frrocess =started =at the time of the Fharoh Ikhnaton. and has
continued until the rrecent dau. ugina wvarivoe real life rercons to
cantinue bearins its messace.

The haero livina in contemrorary U. 8.4, is named "Horselower Fal”, which
ie a wittuy tranpslation of the author®s name from the Greek "Fhilorros".
and the QGerman "Dick".

He wuwndersces all sorts of wmind-bendina adventures: recallina  the

exFrariencaes of the rreuviocus novel "A Scanner Darklu" and showina
influences from the "Illuminatus" triloaw of Shea and Wilson.
The bookk i=s  highly comrlex to read, since 1t includes learned

diaressions  from <ources of ancient and modern rhilosorhers. but these
are cummerised 1in a 52 reint arrendix at the end. which aives the main
concerts discussed in  the novel. 1 would stropzly recommend it te anw
fans of the author: as one of his most challensine and =timulatins
warks.



"Heallt
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ania  SEriea” - Brian fldiss. Londons CarFrer 361 Fazesz hardbacks

This iz 1lhe wo=t recent novel by cne of the leadineg BEritish SF writers
and hizlorians and it fFresents the first volume of a triload. to be

dJevated Lo Lhis Flanet in a distant solar svyslem of cur 2aalaxa.

The autlhor  has  created a world with as wide a canvas as rossibles in
wrder  to portiras the rvise and fall of various civilizations, which ars
interded Lo reflect the current Froblems of our wwn Earth: rFarticularly
in the fields of technoloaical adwance: rFollutian: and dansers of
dJeztruction thrauah a Warld War.

The her = pame is Yulis a voung Feasant who becom=s a Friest in the
vpderaraund cite of the aod Akha. which he leaves ta found a new ons
called "O14 an imitation of "El Dorado”. the mewthical land of
acld and ri =. g

WMhilst his descendants carrws on thelr strussle to survive azainst the
Frimdtive  humancid  "FPhasors". a  huge Earth observation station, with
S0l scientisls and workers. keers watch but hezitates to intervsne in
the Flanat’s future.

1L iz wrilten in the stule of a "scientific romance”, following the
exameles of H.G. Mells, Jules Verne. and wmost recentls  "lLord
Halentine’s Castle" by BEobert Silwerbera. Finalla,. one minor defect of
this ablhierwise aesxcellant novel., iz that 1t lacks ane mars or
illustraticons=.

taviaws by Daeid Lass. Moaos Die. Lib.

LS CAWTOUN, FRUM TIE (TIE ANSWERS TO LAST
TALENTED PEN OF JWUN MONTHS CROSSWORD WILL
MUORE, 1S THE SUBJECT OF APPEAR IN THE NEXT

A COMPETITION. WIAT'S ISSUE OF NIE N/L -

THE BEST CArTION YOU THERE WAS NO ROOM IN TIIS

CAN TILINK up For IT? ONE?)

This naewsletier iz corwriaht «C) The Irizh Science Fiction pzscciation
and  ~ or the individual contriboutors. More inforwaticon maw be obtained
aboul the associalion  from the Secretarv, 13 Beech Driver Dundrum-

Cublin 16. The editorial address for the newsletilsr iz the sane.



	‎C:\Users\mlo\Desktop\scanning\ISFA Newsletter Aug-Sep 82 p1.jpg‎
	‎C:\Users\mlo\Desktop\scanning\ISFA Newsletter Aug-Sep 82 p2.jpg‎
	‎C:\Users\mlo\Desktop\scanning\ISFA Newsletter Aug-Sep 82 p3.jpg‎
	‎C:\Users\mlo\Desktop\scanning\ISFA Newsletter Aug-Sep 82 p4.jpg‎

